
RIMON-et-SAVEL    DIE

Drôme

European Cultural Route
SUR LES PAS DES HUGUENOTS

17,8 km 671 m

6h 1 255 m

Vue de Die de la cime de Justin

HIKING GUIDE

Tourist Office Saint Nazaire le Désert : 04 75 27 53 10
Tourist Office Pays Diois : 04 75 22 03 03

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

DieRimon-et-Savel
Hotel • Camping • Bed and Breakfast 
• Restaurant • All shops • Post office • 

Supply • Bank/cash dispenser • 
Bus stop • Railway station • Bicycle repair

Bed and breakfast • 
Segment dwelling

The communes of Rimon 
and Savel were united in 
1800. Sitting at an altitude 
of 1000m, the village of 
Rimon, with its population 
of 29, offers a spectacular 
panorama. To the south 
stand the Servelle, the 
Mont Ventoux, the Angèle 
Mountain and the wild 
landscape of the ‘Désert’.
The Roanne valley is 
known as a desert for its 
aridity and isolation. This 
should not to be confused 
with the clandestine Pro-
testants meetings in the 
‘Désert’ or wilderness 
which took place after the 
revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes. Protestants went 
against the authorities in 
order to attend these meeting. 
If they were caught, the wo-
men were sent to the tower in 
Crest and the men were sent 
to the galleys. Preachers risked 
being hanged. Several of these 
meeting grounds are located on 
the Sur les Pas des Huguenots 
trail.
During this time period, French 
Protestants had to find deserted 
areas (forests, scrublands, caves, 
or ravines...) where they could 
practice their faith in secrecy. The 
term «Désert» also has a biblical 
sense and refers to the 40 years 

of exodus during which the Is-
raelites wandered the desert. 
A land symbolic as a place of 
suffering where they heard the 
Word of God.
In French Protestant history, the 
term «Désert» also refers to the 
period from the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes (1685) to the 
French Revolution (1789).
The Bishop of Die, with the title 
of Count, kept control of the 
valley through his network of 
parishes and Episcopal visits. 
Yet, in the 17th century, Protes-
tantism gained a real foothold 
in the eastern part near to Die. 
Aucelon was the epicenter of 
the region’s Protestantism and 
it’s town hall and church are 
so close that the church steeple 
actually sits on the roof of the 
town hall.
Saint-Benoît en Diois and Rimon 
remained Catholic. The former 
did not escape the Religious 
Wars and its castle was stormed 
by Protestants in November of 
1574. 

Sources : Tourist information office of 

Saint-Nazaire-le-Désert.

What to see: The churches 
of Pennes le Sec and Saint-
Benoît-en-Diois
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Many factors influenced the history 
of Die and the Diois. However, the 
Reformation was a key event.
The majority of the Diois came to 
the Reformation in 1562. Thus began 
particularly violent religious wars. 
Time after time, control of Die went 
to the Protestants or the Catholics. 
The buildings and monuments of 
each religion were destroyed one 
after another. From 1604 to 1684 a 
Protestant academy was established 
in Die. Latin, Greek, Hebrew, philosophy, 
theology, and rhetoric were taught, 
and the city became home to students 

and masters from all over France, 
Switzerland, Italy, and Scotland. A 
printing shop was attached to the 
academy and scholarly religious 
debates with the Jesuits marked the 
city. However, upon the revocation 
of the Edict of Nantes, an era of 
persecutions began, and would only 
end with the Revolution.

Sources: Various writings by Henri Desaye. 

Services at the beginning and at 
the end of each stage.

Saint Benoît en Diois

Project co-financed by the European Community under the LEADER program
www.surlespasdeshuguenots.eu/en/



RIMON-et-SAVEL    DIE
 Description

At the signpost for Rimon, make a right and head upwards. Upon leaving 
the village, head towards Die. Follow the path until the take off point for para-gliders 
(Aurel-Clot du Ciel). There is a beautiful panorama of the Drôme valley and Valence 
plains. Continue uphill. Begin a slow descent. On your left there is a clear view 
of the Vercors plateau and, to the front, a view of the Glandasse mountain. At the 
signpost for Forêt domaniale de Solaure follow the direction Fontcouverte. Fence 
with a small gate. On your left, there is a beautiful view of the Massif des Trois 
Becs and the Saoû forest. At the signpost for Bergerie de Fontcouverte, follow 
the marked path. 

At the signpost for Les quatre chemins, follow the directions for Le pas du 
Loup and Die. The path bends to the left, but follow the small marked trail that 
continues straight on. At the signpost for the Pas du Loup, make a right and head 
down the trail. Signpost for Col de Beaufayn. Be careful, there is a short but difficult 
passage near a precipice*. The marked trail reaches a path. At the signpost for 
Petit Justin, the marked trail bends to the right and descends. At the next signpost, 
make a left towards the forest rest house (gîte forestier).  *Impossible for donkeys 
and mountain bikes to follow this part of the trail. To avoid this passage, follow 
the Pas de Tripet. Then join the trail again at the forest rest house.    

At the signpost for the Gîte forestier, make a right and head downhill. 
Signpost for Les Pins. Follow the trail under the rocks and begin a climb uphill 
until the signpost for the Bât de l’Ane where you make a left.

Signpost for Justin. The summit of Justin is not far to the left of the signpost. 
Take to the right in the direction of Die and begin a long marked descent. 
Reach the bottom of the valley and cross the river Drôme and the railroad 
tracks. Turn immediately to the left along the banks until the two signposts 
for Le Pont Rompu.

At the signposts for Le Pont Rompu follow the path under the railroad 
tracks, direction: Centre-ville and Office de Tourisme). This portion of the 
trail ends in the center of Die.
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Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 
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